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SERMON FROM THE CAPITOL:
’ ON

The Imperishable and Saving Words of
Christ.
Delivered in the Hall of the House of Repre-
_ gmtatives, on Sabbath Morning, March 18,
1860,
BY T. H. STOCKTON, CHAPLAIN, H. R.

«Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass awny.”—Matt. xxiv. 35.

We need elevation. As men, Americans
and Christians, we need elevation. In our
persons and families, States and Churches,
we all need elevation. Properly speaking,
it is imposrible to desire too great elevation.
The wo of the world is the want of a true
ambition

To prevent us from taking unjust advan-
tage of this truth, it is enough to remember
the gospel maxim : « For whosoever exalteth
himself shall be abased ; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted”” This maxim both
commends the object and directs the pursuit.

And now—see! One day, a young Gali-
leun carpenter, followed by a few lake-shore
fishermen, entered the Temple at Jerusalem,
as & company of our countrymen, from any
rural distzict, on any day, enters this Capi-
tol. Soon after, as they left the Temple,
gomeé of the young man’s friend« invited his
dttention to certain fine ornaments and
massive stoncs, characteristic of the general
and incomparable richness and strength of
the buildings. But he replied to them:
«“See ye not all these things!  Verily I say unto
you, there shall not be left here one stone upon
another, that shall not be threwn down.”

What did they think of that? What
would we think of a rustic visitor, who
should ledve this Capitol, saying to his com-
paunions—and in a manner implying immi-
nency of the event—not one stone of it
shall be left upon another!

Strange as it may scem, that Galilean
group had no little confidence in theirleader;
and, therefore, when they had come with
him, out from the city, down the hill, over
Kedron, and up Olivet, until they reached a
suitable position for a wide resurvey of the
soene, no sooner was he seated than they
drew near to him with the question: ¢ Tell
us when shall these things be 2’ What then ?
Did he withdraw what he had said, or make
light of it, or intimate any possibility of
mistako? Not at all. Rather, ho gave
them a prolonged and specific answer; in
¢he course of which, ascending, with infinite
ease, to an infinitely sublimer assumption,
he did not hesitate to declare: ¢ Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not

ass away !” It is as though he had said :
here reposes the Holy City; girt about with
pll the defenses of art and nature; and glit-
tering all over with the concentrate wealth
and power and pride of a great nation, dur-
Ing a long succession of royal and priestly
ages. There expands, pre-eminently and
most impressively, the peerless magnificence
of the venerated aud impregnable Temple.
o you, it seems marvelous that I should
predict the destruction of all. But, to me,
that olden glory is only as the fading
ageant of a summer sunset. Look away
[';'om the city, beyond and above it. Behold
be mountains round about it! DBehold the
ﬁrmament bending over it! Nay, let your
bhought exceed your vision. Think of the
faliness of heaven and carth : of continents,
lands and seas; of sun, moon and stary; of
he divine origin, grandeur, perpetuity, and
rovernment of all. Think well of these

fngs, and then remember—that my words
gre mightier and more enduring than all.
Not only shall Jerusalem pass away, but
heaven and carth shall pass away ; and, yet,

y feeblest word, the faintest sound of my
!‘oice, the gentlest breath from my lips, shall
pover pass away. _
i Did they believe him? Ycs; and with

ood reason. They witnessed, to a greal
extent, the power of his words. Attracted
by those words, cities were empticd and dex-
erta filled. At his word, the “common poo-
ple,” who ¢ heard him gladly,” grew wi-cr
than the wisest of thcir teachers. At bis
word, the hierarchs of genius and learuing,
of law and religion, blushed and trembled,
darkening with rage or paling with atfright.

t his word, his humble disciples wore quali-

ed and commissioned to supersede * the
Wisdom of the world,” and become thomselves
the apostles of nationsand instructors of man-
kind. At his word every sceneof his presence
becamo a circle of divine enchantment: where
deaf men listened, and damb men spoke, and

lind men looked, and lame men leaped,
and the paralytic stood still, and the leper
was clean, and the maimed mado whole, and
ghe withered restored, and the sick revived,
gnd the lunatic calmed, and the demoniac
disposscssed, and the dead, just risen fiom
their tombs, exchanged now greetings with
¢he pressing multitudes of the living. True,
sheir faith was sorely tried: chiefly, when

eir youthful leader cxpired on the cross.

ut he soon rose from the dead, ascended
nto heaven, and thence “gave gifts unto
pen.” Thus, their faith was renewed and

nfirmed, forever. Then they repeated and
E)corded hi+ words; committing them, in
$rust, to all nations and ages.  In fulfillment
of the prediction specially referred to, hefore
$hat gencration passed awuy tho ‘Temple
was destroyed, and Jerusalem with it; snd
ghe people were scattered and their institu-
ions overthrown. The carcass of Judaism
Jay stretched along the hill-side, and from
e whole cope of heaven the eagles of Romo
burried to tho festival.

Since then, the
dwords of that young man have become the
law of the world ; and miracles, correspond-
Hng with those of his trunsicnt ministry,
ave boen multiplicd on w larger scale and
in more enduring relations. At his word,
deaf nations have listened ; and dumb na-
Bons, spoke; and blind nations, looked; and
lame nations, leaped ; and paralytic nations
Bave been strengthencd; and leprous nations,
i8leansed ; and maimed nationa, made whole;
pnd withered nations, restored; and wick na-
Mons, revived ; and lunatic nations, calmed;
nd demoniac nations, dispossessed; and dead
ations, brought forth, exultant, from their
aves. [iven these miracles are “annothing
iless than nothing, and vanity,” 1 com.
sarison with others which are yet to como:
iracles in behalf of all nations, and ot our
whole race, and of the world itselt.  And
gill, with the same casy, natural, iufinite
ublimity as al first, he assures us all:
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
porids shall not pass away.”
Now, theretore, rises tho all-important
auestion : Do we believe him?  We live
re than cighteen hundred years after his
pvent. Wo live in a new world; unknown
o the old, in which he lived, until within
es than four hundred years ago. A new
il is under our fect, and a new sky over
ir hoads. We show on a vast area, free
3d unembarrassed, the bixt results of &
pusand wocial revolutions. T as, the
st of the old things of the old world have
sed away: old governments, old mytholo-
8, old philosophies, old sciences, old arts,
P old manners, customs and usages. T
My nearly all things hare become new.
' have the old words of that young Naza-
90 passed away from us! Or has any new

master superseded his authority over us?
Not in the slightest degree! His aathority
is atill supreme, and every syllable of his
utterance as sure as ever. Agxit has been,
and is, so it alwaysshall be. With gratitude
for our history, in vindication of our honor,
and in acknowledgment of the true and only
source of our power; in due remembrance of
our fathers, with due respect for ourselves,
and due regard for our children, 1 here arise,
on this highest hight of the nation, as a
representative, however humble, of our peo-
ple at large, of every State in the Union,
and of the United States in whole, and thus,
with lifted hand, repeat our solemn, national
affirmation—our official and perpetnal pro

clamatior to all mankind—that: Heavewn
AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT THE WORDS
OF 0UR Loup ANDSAVIORJESUS CHRIST SHALL
NOT PASS AWAY !

I contemplate the heaven and earth of the
old world: the overrulings of Providence
and changes of society there. Ithink of the
passing away of the whele circle of ancient
Mediterranean civilization. I think of the
dark ages of Rurope I tuink of the morn-
ing of the Reformation, and the fore-gleam-
ings of the “the latter-day glory.” I think
of Art, and her printing-press; o{COmmerce,
and her compass; of Scicnce, and her globe;
of Religion, and her Bible. I contemplate
the opening of the heaven and earth of the
new world: the overrulings of Providence
and changes of society here. 1 think of the
passing away of savage simpliciiies, and of
the rude semblances of civilization in Mexico
and Peru, and of earlier and later declen-
gions. I think of the gracious reservation
of our own inheritance for present and nobler
oceupancy. I think of our Revolution, and
its result of Independence I think of our
first Union, first Congresa, first prayer in
Congress, and first Congressionul order for
the Bible: and of our wonderfaul enlarge-
ment, development and enrichment since.
And, in view of all—of the whole heaven
and whole earth of the whole world ; and of
all changes, social and natural, past, present
and fature; profoundly and unalterably as
sured, as I trust we all are, that the truth
ag it is “in Jesus” is the only stability in
the universe—I feel justified in invoking, this
day, your renewal of our common and con-
stant confession—that: Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but the words of Christ
shall never passaway. And,standing where
we do, on the central summit of this great
Confederacy, unequaled in all history for all
manner of blessings, if we did not 8o confess
Christ ; if we did not cherish the simple con-
fidenco of his primitive disciples, and hail
the coming of our Lord with hosanunas; if
we could ignobly hold our peace; the very
statues of the Capitol “ would immediately
cry out”: the marble lips of Columbus, Penn,
and Washington; of War and Peace; of the
Pioneer and of Freedom, would part to
praiso his mame: and the stones of the
foundation and walls, of the arcades and
corridors, of the rotunda and halls, would
respond to their glad and grand acclaim.

But we do confess Him! From Maine to
Florida, from Florida to Texas, from Texas
to California, from California to Oregon, and
from Oregon back to Maine; our lake States,
gulf States, and ®cean States, our river
States, prairio States, and mountain States,
all unite in confessing and blessing his name:
beholding his glory, surrounding his throne,
high and lifted up, and ever crying, like
the six-winged seraphim, one to another,
far and near, from the north and the south.
from the east and tho weat: «“ Iluly, holy
holy is the Lord of hosts the whole earth is full
of his glory !”

But where are the words of Christ? and
what are they ?  Io did nat weita themsy hot
mercly spoke them, and that during a bricf
ministry. Neverthcless, they were recorded:
and not only such as were uttered in the
fliesh, but others with which the writers
were iunpired by his Spirit, both before aud
after his advent—the revelations of  the
prophetsandapostles. Allalikeure bis words:
and, bere they are—in the Bible!  The Bibly,
from begiuning to end, is the book of Christ
And, therefore, affirming of the whole what
is true of every part, I hold up the Bible,
and, in the name of Christ, proclaim to the
country and the world: HEAVEN AND EARTH
SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT THE BIBLE, THE HOLY
AND BLESSED BIBLE, SUALL NOT PASS AWAY!

What, then, are the words of Christ? or,
as the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing
but the Bible, is the inspired and authorita-
tive record of them, what is the Bible ?

We hear much of the higher Law; and
the application of tho phrase to civil affairs
has excited great prejudico and given great
offense. But what is the higher Law T It
is said to be something higher thun the Con-
stitution of the United States. Can there
be a law, within these United States, higher
than the Constitution of the United States ?
If there can be and is such a law—what is it?
I nced not, and will not, recite inferior, ques-
tionable, and inappropriate answers here.
But is there not one unquestionable answer?
Suppose it be said, that, in relation to all
subjects to which it was designed to apply,
and properly does apply, the Bible i3 a
higher Law than the Constitution of tho
United States? Will any man, unless an
utter infldel, deny this?  Surely oot
Wauiving its practical operations, certainly as
an abstract proposition, this must be ad-
mitted as true. It may be extended, 80 as
to include all our State constitutions, and
all our Church constitutions, and all our
more social constitutions. -Put them all to-
sether, magnity and boast of them as we
mauy. not only 13 the Bible a higher law, but
it is an intinitely higher law.  FFor thus saith
the Lord: ¢ As the heavens are higher than
the earth, 80 are my ways higher than your
wayy, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Theretore, also, the universal and perpetual
prophetic challenge: « O, oarth, earth, carth,
hear the word of the Liord !” ’

If this be not true, my mission, at least, is
an ¢ntiro mistake, and my commission ¢nds.
But it is troue: and, if there were no other
argument to prove it true, this ono were all-
sufficient.  All human constitutions, social,
ecclesiastical and civil, are changeable, and
coutain provisions for change: but the
Bible is unchangeable. Instead of any pro
vision for change, it is guarded, at all points
against change.  The writer of its first five
books declares in tho last of the five: Yo
shall wot add unto the word which I com-
mand you, neither shall yo diminish from it,
that ye may keep the commandments of the
Lord your God, which I command you”
And. in like manner, tho author of its last
fivo books, declares in tho last of the five:
“If any man shall add anto these things, God
shall add unto him tho plagues thut are
written in this book : and it any man shall]
take away trom the words of the book of this
propheey, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from tho things which are written 1u
this book.”  And so lsainh, standing mid-

fore, it is only in accordance with the testi-
mony of all his witnesses, that Christ him
gelf avers: “ Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I
say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” And so
again, in the text itself: “Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.”

Thank God, for one book above amend-
ment! ¢Forever, O, Lord, thy word is set-
tled in heaven.”” And here, in our place
and day, we respond to the psalmist on
Zion—Forever, O, Lord, thy word is settled
on earth. No man or set of men; no king,
priest or scribe ; no popular convention, ec-
clesiastical council, or national congress,
would dare to erase one letter from the re-
cord. Let our own countrymen, in particu-
lar, treat other books as they think they
have a right to do, or feel it their duty, or
make it their interest or pleasure to do; by
amendment, abridgment, or enlargement
by interpolation or expurgation; not one
among them, north, south, east or west,
would presume to touch, with any such pur-
pose, the sacred ark containing the higher
Law of God. Here is ourshrine of worship,
the oracle of our wisdom, and the glory of
our power. ' -

- But a bigher Law implies a higher Judge,
and a higher Administrator. And who iy
the higher Judge? The Holy Spirit! the
Spirit of truth, promised anto us to guide us
into all truth; making us spiritual and giv-
ing us spiritual apprehensions; aiding us in
the comparison of spiritual things with
spiritual ; searching the deep things ot (xod,
as contained in the Bible, and revealing
them unto us. And who is the higher Ad-
ministrator? Christ himself! into whose
bands the Father has committed all power
“in heaven and in earth,” to qualify him
fully for the duties of this sovereign office.
Does any one object to the higher Adminis-

trator? Does any one object to the higher
Judge! Then why object to the higher
Law? They go together, are all divine,

and all supreme forever. So that we may
say with the prophet: ¢ The Lord is our
judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is
our king ; he will save us.”

“ He will save us!” Blessed conclusion:
without which all else were in vain, an
worse than in vain. He deigns to become
our judge, lawgiver and king only that he
may savo us; and, if we do not thwart him
by our iniquitics, because he is our judge,
lawgiver and king, he will save us.

Tell mo, O, tell me, what 18 1t we need?
Do we need health, or genius, or learning,
or cloquence, or pleasure, or fame, or power?
Do we neced wealth, or rank, or office?
Does any one of us need to be chaplain, or
clerk, or representative, or senatur, or
speaker, or vice president ? an officer of the
army or navy ! & member or head of any
department? a foreign ministor? a cabinet
officer 7 or even a successor in the line of
presidents of the United States? Is such
our need? Ah, no! we need salvation.

What did I say in the beginning? Did I
not say? we need elevation : as mon, Ameri-
cans and Christiaus, woe need clevation: in
our persons and families, States and church-
e8, we nced elevation. Certainly I did thus
speak, and meant all 1 said.

O, my friends! All the distinctions al-
luded to, such as we know them here, are
comparatively li tlo things. Greater things
are in prospect; but these things, though
they secm great, are really littlo. DPause,
think, rccall what life has tanght you—
what observation and experience have com-
Livad to jmpress most, deonlo i gvws
consciousness—and begin your review with
the sad words, after all! ~After all, health
is u little thing, and genius is a little thing,
and learning, and eloquence, and pleasure,
and fume, and power, and wealth, and rauk,
and office, all earthly things aro little things.
How little satisfaction they yield while they
last, aud how soon they pass away |

Ask tho most successful around you, in
these relations, it they have yet supplied
their highest need.  As the general rule, the
more ruccesstul they have been, the older
you will tind them. They have not attained
their coveted posts of honor by a single leap.
They have risen gradaally, through years of
earneat toil.  And thesoberness of reflection
i now about them. And the anticipation
of a hastening end is with them. Ask them,
and they will answer: After all, we have
spent our lives in little things. We yet
need true clevation.

[ would tell you morve particularly of
whom to inquire, were it not that you would
prove it in vain to seck them. Twenty-six
years ago, at the ago of twenty-five, I wus
first called to this offico. Two ycars after-
ward, I served again. 1 now compare,
though bricfly and imperfectly, the present
with the past. L find a new Hull and a new
Senate-Chamber; but the old Hall and old
Senate-Chamber aro still here. I tind, also,
a now Housc¢ and a now Senato: but whero
are the cld House and old Senate? How
many reminiscences crowd upon mel—forms,
and faces, and voices, and gestares, and
olaborate speeches, and casual debates, and
social remarks, and current incidents: all
impressed on youthful sensibilitics, and not
yet effaced. But L can not describe them.
Where are Jarvis, of Maine; and Cushman
and [Lubbard, of New Hampshire? Where
are Adams, Calboun, and Choate; Davis,
Jackson, and Lawrenco; Lincoln, Phillips,
and Reed, of Massachusetts?  Where are
Elsworth, Huantington, and Judson, of Con-
necticut?  Where Burgess and Pearce, of
Rhodo Island?  Where Allen, Everett, and
Slade, of Vermont?  Where Bokee, Childs,
and Cramer; Granger and Lansing; Lee,
Moore, and Wardwell,of New York? Where
is  Parker, of New Jersey? Where aro
Beaumont, Chambers, and Denny; Haurley,
Mc¢Kennan, and Mann ; Miller, Muhlenbery,
and Watmough, of Pennsylvanial? ~Whore is
Milligan, of Delaware? Whero arc Donnis,
Heath, and Jeniter; McKim and Steele;
Stoddert and  Warhington, of Maryland?
Where Bouldin, Coles, and  Dromgooly;
Jones, Muson, and Mercer; Patton, Steven
son, and Taliaferro, of Virginiu? Where
Conner, Deberry, and McKuy; Sheppard,
Speight, and Williams, of North Carolina?
Where are  Bluir, Campbell, aud Davis;
Gritlin, McDuflie, and Pinckney, of South
Carolina?  Where Glasscock, Grantland and
Haynes; Holscy and Wilde, of Georgia?
Where are White, of Florida, and Lewis
and Murphy, of Alabamu?  Where are Bul-
lard, Garland, and Riploy, ot Louisiana?
Where is Sevier, of Avkansas !
Carter, Crockett, and Dunlap; Forrester and
Huntsman ; Polk, Popoe, and Standefer, of
Tennessce?!  Where  Allen,  Boyd, and
French; Graves, Hardin, and Hawes; Johu-
son, Lyon, and Williams, ot Kentucky?
Where is Ashley, of Missouri?  Where are
Duncan and May, of LHinoist  Where Boon,

way botween Moses and John, exclaimy:)
« Liift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
apon the earth beneath; for the heavens:
shall vanish away like smoke, and tho earth
ahall wax old like a garment, and they that
dwell therein shall dio in like mannor: but
my salvation shall be forever, aud iy right-

ovusness shall not be abolished.”

| McCarthy, of I[naiana!?

Davis, and Hannegan; Kinnard, Lane, and
And where are
Hawmer, Lytle, and Sloane; Spangler, Thomp-
son, and Vanco, of Ohiof All these, it my
quest has been rightly answered, have passed
away, not only from this House, but from
the world, and, doubtless, muny ot their col-

There- | Jeagues, if not already gone, are just about

Whero aro!

to follow. At least, they are mnot here
Scarcely a relic is left! And so of the Sen-
ate. Where are Ciayton and Cuthbert;
Goldsborough, Hill, and Hendricks; Kent,
King, and Knight; Moore and Porter; South-
ard and Sprague; Tipton, Tomlinson,
and Wall? Where the vencrable White,
and the good-natured Grundy, and the sharp
Poindexter, and the learned Robbins, and
the handseme Linn, and the graceiul For
syth, and the sagacious Wright, and the
indomitable Benton, and the gentle-tongned
Leigh? Where is the easy, all elate, sono-
rous, and majestic eloquence ot Clay? Where
the calm, cool, clear, and massive magnifi-
cence of Webster? Where the affable dig-
nity, the intellectual and moral loftiness of
Calhoan? Passed away—all passed away!
Or, will you leave the Halls of Congress?
Do you think of the Army? Where, then,
are Macomb and Gaines, of the Navy?
Where, then, are Rodgers and Barron? Will
you enter the Supreme Court? Where is
Marshall—Chief ot the Judges? and where
is Wirt, Chief of tho Attorneys? Or will
you, at last, repair to the Presidential man-
sion? Where, then, is Jackson—Chief of the
Heroca? Passed away—all passed away !
How many of their companions, haw many
of their successors, have also passed away, 1
have neither time nor knowledge to declare.
[t is but a little while, and a limited area,
of which I speak, and yet—what a scene
of honored dust, in sacred silence, alone
remains !

O, if I could direct you to them, and you
could find them, and should ask them—after
all, what is human need? Would they not
say, it is elevation, it is salvation—salvation
by humiliation, in accordance with the life,
and death, and triumph of tie meek and
lowly Nazarene?

Hearken to me, this day, men, brethren,
and fathers! Christianity is the most prac-
tical thing, the most immediately and sub-
stantially important thing in the uriverse.
Visionary! Fanciful! Impractical! The oc-
cupation of dreamers, enthasiasts and fanat-
ics! Aba! Did I not tell you that we need
elevation? How can any, how dare any prate
thus of our faith?

Hearken to the truth! If we nced health.
it is perfect health, and that forever! If we
need genius, it i3 perfect genius, and that
forecver! 1If we need learning, it is perfect
learning, and that forever! It we nced clo.
quence, or pleasure, or fame, or power, or
woalth, or rank, or office—whatever we need,
it implies constitutional and conditional per-
fection, and that forever!

Let me speak for you, one vowe for hu-
manity. I need a perfect soul. I need a
prerfect budy, to contain, identify and ohey
my soul. {1 necd a peitect home. 1 nced a
?erfect gociety. I necd perfect employments.

noed a perfec” government. I need the tui-
ness of eternal life, with God, in heaven. I
need the attainment of my true destiny, to
stand, as a perfect man, before the perfect
God, acknowledged as his child, his image,
and his heir.

The Son of God knew this need, and, there-
fore, bocame the Son of man, that he might
supply it. Therefore, ho appeared as the
young Galilean carpenter, despised and re-
jected of mon, but loved and accepted of the
Father, making peaco by the blood of the
cross Therefore, already overlooking the
place of his crucifixion, he uttered the mem-
orable prediction: “Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall n+t pass away.”
His words are words of pardon, words of
purity, words of triumph over death, words
pertaining to the resarrection of the dead
and the inheritance of life everlastiny D
the stones of the Tumple understand him?

rret-vtre patgcosof Jerusalem catel his mean-
iug? Did v .evuswsis acound the o,

and the sky above it, startle at the sound?
Did heaven and earth, anywhere orin any
way, show the slightest cousciousness of his
atterance? Scnseless, all senscless, utterly
sennelens, these are the things that puass
away. But something was there, nobler than
all theme—romething destined to outlast all
these, to flourish only the more, and still
more forever, when heaven aud earth shull
vauish like tho dream ot a night. I mean
the immortal soul! Jesus of Nuzereth, the
Son of Gud, the Savior aud sovcreign of the
world, committed his words of redeeming
and sanctitying truth to the immortal sout
of man, and, therefore, in form, as well as in
essenco and authority, they remain imper-
ishable.

And 80, my friends, in conclusion, I this
day commit these words to your immortal
souls, that, by God’s blessing, they may abide
with you in saving virtue forever. Ouly tour
months.agc, by these same fingers, the eyes
of my dear little Jessio were clozed in death.
That was a more important event to me,
than the rise, progress and fall of a thousand
empires. Pity me, Oh pity me; I speuk not
for mysclf aione, but tor all humanity, one
voice for humanity. Think of your own
homes, of those you love, and have loved, and
loved only the more in death. We are all
alike in these relations. And where is our
hope of reunion with the lost? Ab, never
would the Lord Jesas have uttercd the words
of tho text had ho contemplated merely a
series of social changes. But he knew und
sought our truo interest. o fultilled his
humble ministry, and suffered aund died that
ho might secure for us eutirc and eternal
personal redemption—an elevation above all
earthly things,and the enjoyment ot the tull-
ness of his grace and glory in heaven.  Let
us cherish his spirit and imitate his example.
Let us take due advantage of his mediation,
and humble ourselves before God in all peni-
tenco and faith, that, in due time, we, with
him, may be truly and forever exalted.®

*This last paragraph is an effort to recover the sub-
stunce, at least, of a purely ¢xtempore close, a half-
restrained yielding to natural impulses in hope of
spiritual profit.
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Communications.

O
For the St. Loais Christian Advocate.

Letters to a Friend—No. 1.

My Dgar Frienp: It seems to stand to
reason that when a man enters into a con-
tract proposed by himself, he ought to stick
to it, if the contract be a good one. The
fact of the contract being on his own part
wholly voluntary—a contract in which his
free-will aud good pleasure are absolutely en-
gaged and committed—ought to bring him
up to a full performance of the stipulated
articles. But how often have we broken our
engagements, not ouly with our fellow-men,
but with Heaven itsclf! And who can plead
“not guilty” here? who can say “I have not
beenuntrue 2” without becoming guilty of those
hateful sins (all sins are hateful) of hypocrisy
and self deception. Without professing to sce
the mote which is in our brother's eyo while
a beam is in our own eye, may we not claim
the sympuathy and forbearance of our friends
on tho grounds of universal experience on
thig subject? Perhapa,then, from the leaves
of your own history, you may read the cause
of this delay in fulfilling a promise to write,
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and also that by which charity to the peni-
tént erring one may be encouraged.

Let me not express myself wrong; let me
not be misunderstood on this point. There
is no necessity for the sin of delinquency,
aiter the mind has seen thesun of truth, after
one has cowme to the light. That “all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God,”
i3 no reason that “all’” should continue to sin
and come short of the glory of God. There
are facts which demonstrate the truthfulness
of this argument. There have been those
who “ceased from sin;” whose “lives were hid
with Christ in God;” who “had the boldness
to enter into the holiest through the vail,”
that is to say, “his flesh;” who “were sancti-
fied wholly, and preserved blameless through
out their whole epirit, soul and body unto
the coming of their Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, until death;” those who “walked with
God;” who were “crucified to the world, and
the world crucified to them;” who had ‘“no
condemnation,” but “walked in the light,”
even as “God is in the light,” realizing in
their own hearts the great truth that “the
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.” These
were arrayed “in linen white and clean.” If,
therefore, I were to draw upon your clemency
and forbearance, my friend, I should draw
upon a past experience, I trust.

«Let the dead past bury their dead.”

Your friend has but a small share of patience
for that cluss of men, sometimes preachers,
who go back to the “dead past” and dig up
the old, decayed and rotten sins of the patri-

archs, kings and prophets, and hold them

before the living present as so many reasons
for men indulging in wickedness now-a-days.
The best we can make out of these cases is
to learn a lesson of waraing from their sad
examples.

But there is a living past, too. If Enoch
walked with God, why may no{ my friend
walk withi God? If Abraham had faith, why
may not my friend have faith? If Joseph
was ‘‘chaste and prudent,” why may not my
friend be “chaste and prudent?” If Joshua
and Caleb “wholly followed the Lord,” why
may not my friend wholly follow the Lord?
If Daniel honored Jehovah, and was honored
by him, amid the snares and vices of ancient
pagan Babylon, why may not my friend
honar Jehovah wnd be honered by him, amid
the gnaresand vices of modern spiritunaiiy idol-
atious Christendom?  If St. Paul could siand
firm amid all the “perils” which threatened
him from “without,” and all the “fears from
within,” if none of these things could move
him, stan ling, as he was, cndued with the
wisdom and power of Christ, “armed with
the panoply of God,” if St. Paul could do all
all things required of him, through Christ
strengthening him, why may not my friend
do all things required of him, through the
samo mighty agency? Why not? Can my
friznd tell me?

And, although he were to fall, as others
have done, still might he not be “converted
again” (please turn to the Greck in Luke
22, 82, and examine the original of the term
“converted’”), and the joys of the Lord’s sal-

vation be restored unto his soul, and might
he mnuu . L ntd)

death? The theory that we can not be de-
livered from the power and pollation of sin
until death, is, to my mind, an unwholesome
and uncomfortable theory. The heartlongs
for peace, perfect peace. This can be realized
only in a state of purity. “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Jesus
promised us peace; “My peace I give unto
you” As it would be impossible, on the
p'ain conditions of his gospel truths, to con-
vey peace to the hearts of men while in a
state of unholiness, it was gaid, “If we con-
feas our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.” I know the Bible speaks of
peace as accompanying the great work of
our justification, but ’tis not perfect peace.
«Perfect love casts out fear”’—all unholy fear.
There is a question springing at tuis point
in connection with my iriend’s experience.
“I can not say, though,that the work I aim at
is any more definite than to be filled with
love. I am not entirely clear and settled in
my mind in reference to the doctrine of
Christian perfection—whether, or not, we
can attain to such a healthiul and fullness of
stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus as to
free us of tho secds of the old demon, which
more self-knowledge may bring to light,is still
an open question with me.” To this I reply:
It is not, 1 apprehend, so much a knowledge
of self as a knowledge of Christ which is
contemplated in the Scvipture my friend re-
fers to: “grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ”” We can soon learn
enough about ourselves to know that we are
desperately sintul by nature, but to know all
about Christ is an infinite work. “Acquaint
thyself with God.”” 1t is possible for us to
reverse, in our minds, the order of grace.
God’s mode of saving us from sin isa natural
one; it is going from cause to eftect. Purity
leads or results in peace. “Create within mo
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.” This was the order of the Psalm-
ist’s religious experience—the removal of an
unholy heart and the sanctification of an un-
holy spirit, in order to peace. “Great peace
have they that love thy law,” was his teach-
ing on this point. Here the loving of God’s
law, which enjoins holiness of heart, preceded
ov accompanied peace of mind.  When the
apostle prayed for the sanctification of the
Thessalonian Church, it was that “the very
God of peace might sanctify them wholly,”
still coupling together in his prayers whut
God had joined together in the order of the
economy of grace—purity of heart in order
to pertect peace of mind. This is God's or-
der. We may not reverse it. True, the soul,
while in a partial state of saunctitication, or,
to use the very language of my friend, while
the seeds of the old demon remain in it, may
be, and often is, “filled with love;” but does
tho idea of being filled with love necessarily
include the idex of complete renovation? 1
think not. ‘I'be young convert iz, in many
cases, “filled with love,” but 18 the young
convert, in hardly any case,sanctiicd wholly?
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I think not. Does it not rather appear that
Charist may dwell and reign in a heart in
which sin, as a chained lion, may exist? The
two bodies of Christ and sin, of Christ and
the flesh, of Christ and the carnal mind, may
both live in one heart at the same time—a
doctrine which some will not belicve until
convinced by their own experience. Itis &
maxim in philosophy, that two bedies can
not occupy the same space at the same time.
This is as much a fact in morals as in matter.
And, ro matter how some may regard this
fact, nevertheless all feel the force of the truth
couched in it. If sin in the form of the old
man, of the carnal mind, of the flesh, is in
the heart, there is not so much room in the heart
for Christ. For Christ to till the heart with
himself alone, he must possess the heart un-
dividedly, completely. IIe sends the Holy
Spirit into the heart, in answer ta prayer,
subdues what of moral wrong there is in our
souls, and binds our poor hearts with Christ
until we are crucified with him to the world,
and thus the old man, “the seeds of the de-
mon,” may be a “chained rebel,” though he
be not “a ruling prince.”” Now, what is to
be done in such a case? My friend says that
he prays for the Spirit; that is good, that is
right. But would it not be after the mind
of the Spirit to discern the divine order, and
recognize God’s will? Would it not be doing
God’s will, if, when we pray for his Spirit to
illuminate us, we pay some attention to his
Word, in which we lesrn that it is the will
of the Holy Spirit, even our sanctification?
We desire to eat the fruit of the Tree of Life.
Let us see that it is first planted in the soil
of our hearts. “Perfect love” is one of the
results of perfect purity; it is the full fruit.
age of a heart perfectly sanctified, of a soul
completely cleansed—we might as well say.
of a heart completely emptied of sin. 1If, then,
we want nothing but love, we must possess
in our hearts nothing of sin. “Let every-
thing be done decently and in order.” This
is God’s law. Discard it who may, we can

not.
In the love of the truth, &ec.

O

Joun NEwroN AND DaNIEL WiLsoN.—The
excellent memoir of Daniel Wilson, late
Bishop of Calcutta, just published by Gould
and Lincoln, introduces one to intimate
companionship with John Newton, Richard
Cecil, Rowland Hill, and many other emi-
nent servants of God in the last and present
centuries. 1t is pleasant and instructive to
follow them from the pulpit into the retire-
ment of the fireside, and mark how their
public labors were enforced by consistent and
godly lives! Mr. Newton was £0 much in-
terrupted by calls that he found it expedient
to invite friends and religious inquirers to
breakfast with him, and the morning meal
often gave occasion for quickening and in-
structive spiritual council. Mr. Wilson gives
an account of several of these interviews en
joyed with the old patriarch, when he was
tirst inquiring the way of salvation. Our
readers may bo interested in one of these
narratives, as a specimen of Newton’s fa.
miliar and impressive manner:

«] this morning breakfasted with Mr.
Newton. I hope the conversation I had
with him will not soon be effuced from my
mind. He inculcated that salutary lesson

you mentioned in your letter, of ¢ waiting pa-

tiently upon the Liord’ He told me God

(:Oghl. no doubt, if he pleased, produce a full-
growi O#K 10 all tuslaiivy U uo WURL VATon

xpot; but that such was not the ordinary
working of his providence. The acorn wax
tirst sown in the ground, and there was a
secret operation gning on tor some time; and
even when the sprout appeared above
ground, it you were continually to be watch
ing it, you would not perceive its growth.
And =0, he raid, it was in spiritual things.

“‘When a building is to be erected for eter
nity, the foundation must be laid deep. 1f1
were going to build a horse-shed, I could put
together a few poles, and finish it presently.
Bat if 1 were to raise a pile like St. Paul’s, |
should lay a strong foundation, and an im
mense deal of labir must be spent under-
avound, before the walls would begin to peep
abuve its surface.

“«¢«Now, he continued, ‘you want to know
whether you are in the right road; that is
putting the cart before the horse; that is
wanting to gather the fruit before you sow
the seed. You want to experience tho cffects
of belief before you do belicve.

“«You cun believe a man, if he promises
you anything, but you can not believe Christ
when he says, ‘Him that cometh unto me 1
will in no wise cast out.” If you are cast out.
it must be in sume wise, but Christ says, ‘in
no wise’ If he had said, I will receive all
who come except oue hundred, then you
might certainly think that you were of that
hundred; but the ‘in no wise’ excludes all
such arguing. There aro few awakened sin-
ners who doubt Christ’s ability to rave, but
the fear scems to run on to his willingness.
which, of the two, is certainly the most dis
honoring to our blessed Savior. To illustrate
my meaning: Suppose you had promised to
pay one hundred pounds for me, and had
given me the promise in writing. Now, it
you should refuse to pay the money when 1
sent for it, which do you think would involve
the greatest impeachment to yoar character,
to say that you were perfectly willing to
tulfill your engagement, but really had not
the power; or to say that no doubt could be
entertained of your ability, but you were un-
willing to be bound by your promise?

««Unbelief is a great sin. 1i the devil were
to tempt you to open, notorious crime, you
would be startled at it; but when he tempts
you to disbelicve the promises of God, you
hug it a8 your infirmity, whereas you should
consider it as a great sin, and must pray
against it.

“«When Evangelist, in the Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress, asked Christian if he saw a wicket-
gate at the eud of the path, he said no. Could
he then sce a ghining light? He thought he
could. The light was the Bible, and it led
bim to the wicket gate. Buat when he had
passed that gate, hie still retained the burden
It was not till he looked to the Cross that

he burden fell from his back and was felt no
more. Now, said Mr. Newton, ‘the gate
threugh which you have to pass is u straight
giute; yo1 can but just squecze in yourself.
There is no room for self-righteonsness; that
must be left behind.””

Mz. Winnain WHEELRIGHT, an Amer'can,
who has been for a long time engaged in
building Railroads in South America, express-
es the opinion that the Andes may be cross-
ed by a railvroad; tbus making u line from
the Pacific to Rosario, via Cordova, a dis-
tance of eleven hundred miles. It appears

that the South American States are so fully
alive to the advantages that they will de-
rive from the execution of this project, that
the Argentine Republic haa offered a free
grant ot land, five miles in breadth, on ¢ither
side of the railway.

Terrors of the Papal Armory.

Our European advices make frequent
1eference to the threat of excommunication
denounced against Victor Emanuel. It has
been stated that the sentence would be exe-
cuted as soon as the King should announce
his acceptance of the /Bmilian provinces.
That acceptance has been signified, but it
doeis not appear that the sentence has yet
been formally pronounced, although mention
is made of a “ monitory,” in which the King
isiftformed that he is in fact excommunicated.
In the minds of most personsin our day,the
idea of excommunication excites but little of
the emotion with which it used once to be
associated.

The excommunication and interdict, we
need not say to many of our readers, are
different modes of punishment by which the
Head of the Church visits its displeasure,
aud, according to the Catholic creed, the dis-
pleasure of Heaven, on such as it adjudges to
be sinners deserving of these penulues.  The
minor excommunication debars the offender
from participation in the Lord’s Supper.
The major excommunication denies him &
union in any Christian rite and all Christian
solace. It i8 not only to be debarred from
the Sacraments, but refused admission to
the house of God. No priest can celebrate
bis marriage. His bones, if he dies, can not
repose in consecrated earth, nor can the
Christian burial service be read over them.
If he is & monarch, who is thus doomed, his
subjects are absolved from their allegiance
to him. No Christian can speak to him;
nor the meanest Christian serve him, even
in extremity, though he were perishing
from cold or hunger. He is a legal and
social outlaw and accurst; he is anathema
maranathe. The Interdict is a form of ex-
communication applied to a whole kingdom.
Iu o kingdom lying under an Interdict, the
whole religious action of fociety is brought
io u dead stand. The churches are closed;
the bells are silenced in their towers, and
the priest’s voice at the altar, With the
gessation of religious worship there is a ces-
sation in all the other offices of the Church.

‘Thereis no longer marriage, burial or baptism.

The dead are carried without ceremony by
night to ground not blessed of priest. The
ruithful put on the emblems of mourning at
the death of their friends; “the mourners go
about the streets.” The effect of an Inter-
dict was in some instances terrible. King
John of England withered before it. The
execution of the severer of the papal sen-
tences has perfectly prostrated mighty sov-
ereigns. Emperors have gone to Rome as
suppliants to propitiate the anger of the
Pope, and have only been pardoned on con-
dition of the most abject humiliation.

Undoubtedly, even when the Church was
at the hight of its power, the cause in which
it seized it8 spiritual arms, and the objects
against which it leveled them, had much to
do with the effect they produced. The Pope
could prostrate King John of England, when
he dared not attempt the same denunciation
against other princes on the English throne.
'hus Edward IIL, being threatened with
excommunication, called on Parliament, and
that body passed the famous Praemunire act,
which punished any attempt to introduce a
foreign power derogatory of the King’s right,
and was aimed at the assumption of setting
the Pope’s mandate over an act of Parlia-
ment or the King’s proclamation. A person
guilty of & praemunire was punished by im-
prisonment and confiscation. The Bishops
throughout England were forewarned that
the King would outlaw them if they broke
this statute.

If Victor Emanuel is to be excommuni-
cated, we are told the sentence will be pro-
nounced at St. Peter’s, either by the Pope
or a Cardinal. The whole body of Cardinals
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veiled, and torches lighted and extinguished
one afteranother. Other solemn ceremonies
of a tuneral cast will figure in this great act
ot denunciation. The Philadelphia Gazette,
referring to the decree, says that the form
of excommunication is one of the arcana,
secrets known only to the highest authori-
vies in the Church. These denuunciations
are sometimes framed pro hac vice, though
in accordance with the decrees of the Coun-
cils and with the practice of the Colleges.
The published rituul of the Church omits
many forms besides that of excommunica-
tion, such, for instance, as that used on the
coronation, and on the deposition of a King;
on the reception of penitent women in the
bosom of the Church, and the like. These
may be found in the Jesuits’ College, at
Verona, which is, we believe, the depository
of these arcana ; also in the library of ‘the
Vatiean ; but they are sealed books to the
multitude, and to all but those to whom the
rulers of the Church open the seal.

Whether or not there will be a formal ex-
communication, can not be determined by
the accounts we have. The probubility is
that, if ventured on, it will not seriously
damage the King of Sardinia, or the cause of
[taliau unity.— Mo. Republican, April 12.

Twenty-five of the thirty-three States of
the Union have furnaces for smelting iron,
rolling mills or forges. Those that have
none arc Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida,
(exas, lowa, Minnesota, California, and
Oregon.  There are of works, 1545, of which
386 have becn abandoned; of furnaces, 832,
of which 272 are not operated ; of forges, 488,
of them, 99 being closed; of rolling-mills, 225,
dfteen of which are not in operation. They
produce about 850,000 tons of iron annually,
worth about $50,000,000, ot which, say §39,-
000,000 is paid for the labor required in pro-
ducing ié.

California is said to be rich in silver,
as well as gold. The Wuashoe Silver Mines,
in Carson Valley, are now the objects of ex-
citement. Iundreds are rushing there from
all quarters.  Iu is calculated that 25,000
miners will go to Washoe this spring, and the
indications, so far, give plausibility to the
estimate. Bills have been introduced in the
Legislature to provide for the organization of
Washoe Valley as a part of California.

We must look downwards as well as up-
wards in human life. Though many have
passed you in the race, there are many whom
you have left behind.

Harmless mirth is the best cordial against
the consumption of the spirits; wherefore
jesting is not unlawful if it trespasseth not
i quantity, quality or season.

Life is not all smiles and roses; and with-
out deeply rooted convictions of faith and
bope, it is impossible for any human being
to live a truly happy life.

if a genuine Yankee were to meet Death
on u pule horse, he would banter him for a
trade.

We never respect persons who aim simply
to amuse us. There is a vast difference be-
tween those men we call amusing and those
we denominate entertaining; we laugh with
the former, and rcflect with the latter.

Every sensual pleasure, and every day of
idlcness and useless living, lops off » branch
from our short life.
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